This study investigated how pragmatic inference making is modulated by information structure in preceding text. We created three types of two-clause structures in which the interpretation of a critical word in the second clause was dependent on the engagement of pragmatic inference as well as a successful establishment of a referential relation between the target word and an intended antecedent in the preceding text. An enhanced P600 response was elicited by target words when the intended referent was in non-topic position compared to topic position or sub-topic position. Moreover, a reduced N400 was elicited by the target word when the intended referent in the preceding clause was in non-topic position, compared to topic position. These findings suggest that building inferential relations can benefit from information structural prominence of topicality.
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A B S T R A C T
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Introduction
During communication, speakers want their utterance to be appropriately interpreted. However, there is almost always more information conveyed than actually said. In many cases, the ideas expressed by a speaker may not be explicitly stated. Under such circumstances, an inferential process is initiated to bridge a current idea with a prior statement. Bridging inference is a device by which pragmatic enrichment takes place and discourse coherence is achieved (Irmer, 2009 ). For instance, in sentence (1), there is no explicit antecedent for the referential expression "the black swan", its interpretation, therefore, must be retrieved from the explicit statement of a related entity "a ballet".
(1) I went to see a ballet last night. The Black Swan was marvelous.
A world knowledge-based inferential process enables listeners to access the assumption that the name of the ballet is called "The Black Swan". In such cases, the generation of pragmatic inferences can greatly facilitate the process of establishing a situational model, though extra processing cost is required. A number of empirical studies have been carried out to examine the relationship between inferential process and on-line sentence processing (Bettinsoli, Maass, Kashima, & Suitner, 2015; Burkhardt, 2006; Hirotani & Schumacher, 2011; Kuperberg, Paczynski, & Ditman, 2011; Yang, Perfetti, & Schmalhofer, 2007) . These studies, however, have mainly focused on how the different degrees of semantic association affect the establishment of pragmatic inference. Unlike these 
